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Gera ld  Ga rdne r  he lped  b r i n g  Wicc a  i n to  t he  pub l i c  e ye
t h rough  book s  l i k e  Witchc r a f t  Today  a nd  The  Mean i ng
o f  Wi t chc r a f t .  L a t e r ,  f i g u r e s  s u ch  a s  A le x  S ande r s  and
Jane t  and  S t ewa r t  Fa r r a r  bu i l t  on  h i s  wo r k ,  he lp i n g
Wicca  g row  and  become  mo re  open  to  t he  wo r l d .
Today ,  NeoPagan  emb r a ce s  many  n a t u r e -b a sed  pa t h s  l i k e
Dru id ry  a nd  Heathen ry ,  b l end i ng  anc i en t  w i sdom w i t h
mode rn  l i f e  and  ce l eb r a t i n g  t he  n a t u r a l  c y c l e s  o f  t he
se a son s .

Faith and Nature:
The Spirit of NeoPagan and Wicca 

Faith Spotlight: NeoPagan
NeoPagan i sm  i s  a  mode rn  sp i r i t u a l  movemen t  t h a t  t a k e s
i n sp i r a t i on  f r om  o ld  p r e -Ch r i s t i a n  Eu ropean  t r ad i t i on s .
Many  peop l e  who  fo l l ow  t he se  pa t h s  f ee l  a  deep
connec t i on  t o  n a t u r e  and  s ee  eve r y  s e a son  a s  p a r t  o f
l i f e ’ s  ongo i ng  c y c l e .

“Wicca”  
One o f  t he  mos t  we l l -
k nown  NeoPagan  pa t h s
i s  Wicca ,  f ounded  i n

t he  m id - 1900s  by
Gera ld  Ga rdne r  i n

Eng l and .  He  comb ined
o ld  f o l k  be l i e f s  w i t h

mode rn  i dea s ,  s h ap i n g
wha t  became  a  new

fo rm  o f  n a t u r e -b a sed
sp i r i t u a l i t y .

From Old Beliefs to Modern Paths

The Elements in Wicca

Fire

Water

Spirit

Air

Earth

Each  e l emen t  r e f l e c t s  a  p a r t
o f  l i f e  and  na t u r e .  Ea r t h  f o r
s t ab i l i t y ,  Ai r  f o r  i n sp i r a t i on ,
Fi r e  f o r  ene rgy ,  a nd  Wate r
f o r  emot ion .  A t  t he  hea r t  o f
a l l  i s  Sp i r i t ,  wh i ch  connec t s
and  ba l ance s  t h em .

Modern Witchcraft and Misconceptions
The  wo rd  “w i t c h ”  o f t en  b r i n g s  t o  m ind  da r k  mag i c  o r
s c a r y  s t o r i e s ,  bu t  i n  Wicc a ,  i t  h a s  a  d i f f e r en t
mean i ng .  Mode rn  Wicc a  f ocu se s  on  ba l ance ,  r e spec t
f o r  n a t u r e ,  and  awa r ene s s  o f  one ’ s  a c t i on s .  I t
empha s i z e s  pe r sona l  r e spon s ib i l i t y  and  t he  i dea  t h a t
ou r  a c t i on s  c an  h a ve  con sequence s ,  w i t hou t  imp l y i n g
any  h a rm fu l  p r a c t i c e s .

Tools and Rituals
Wiccan  r i t u a l s  o f t en  u se  s imp l e  t oo l s  l i k e  c and l e s ,  an
a t h ame  ( ce r emon i a l  k n i f e ) ,  and  a  pen t a c l e  t o  f ocu s
ene r g y  and  r ep r e sen t  n a t u r e ’ s  e l emen t s .  Many
Wiccan s  a l so  ho ld  E sba t s ,  qu i e t  g a t he r i n g s  du r i n g
t he  f u l l  moon  fo r  r e f l e c t i on  and  g r a t i t ude .



I n t e r f a i t h  C e n t r e  
H i g h l i g h t s

Wicca/NeoPagan: 
Samhain: Honoring the
Turning of the Seasons
The Meaning 

Honoring Ancestors

Modern Celebrations

Samha i n  ma r k s  t he  t u r n i n g  po i n t  be tween
au t umn  and  w in t e r  a  s e a son  o f  ch ange
and  t r a n s i t i on .  I t  i n v i t e s  peop l e  t o  s l ow
down ,  l ook  bac k  a t  t h e  ye a r ,  and  r e l e a s e
wha t  no  l onge r  s e r ve s  t hem .  I n  t he
r h y t hm  o f  n a t u r e ,  t h i s  i s  a  t ime  t o  r e s t
and  p r epa r e  f o r  r enewa l ,  much  l i k e  t he
ea r t h  i t s e l f  s e t t l i n g  i n to  s t i l l n e s s  be fo r e
sp r i n g  r e t u r n s .

A b i g  pa r t  o f  S amha i n  i s  r emembe r i n g
peop l e  who  c ame  be fo r e  u s .  Some  l i g h t  a
c and l e ,  l e a ve  a  sma l l  p l a t e  o f  f ood ,  o r
s e t  up  a  s imp l e  a l t a r  t o  s a y  t h an k  you .
The se  sma l l  a c t i on s  a r e  a  way  t o  s how
love  and  keep  t he i r  memo r y  a l i v e .

I t  i s  no t  abou t  s adne s s  o r  f e a r ,  bu t  abou t
app rec i a t i on .  Remembe r i n g  ou r  ance s to r s
r em ind s  u s  t h a t  we  a r e  pa r t  o f  a  b i g ge r
s t o r y  one  t h a t  con t i nue s  t h rough  eve r y
gene r a t i on .

Today ,  S amha i n  and  Ha l l oween  a r e  ce l eb r a t ed  a round  t he  s ame  t ime ,  and  t he y
sh a r e  some  o ld  t r ad i t i on s .  Ha l l oween  i s  abou t  f un ,  co s t umes ,  and  commun i t y .
S amha i n ,  on  t he  o t he r  h and ,  i s  mo re  qu i e t  and  sp i r i t u a l .
Many  Wiccan s  o r  Pa g an s  ce l eb r a t e  by  spend ing  t ime  ou tdoo r s ,  wa t ch i n g  t he  moon ,
o r  h a v i n g  a  sma l l  g a t he r i n g  w i t h  f r i end s .  Some  t a ke  a  wa l k  i n  n a t u r e  and  t h i n k  abou t
how eve r y t h i n g  ch ange s  w i t h  t ime .  Even  t hough  Samha i n  s t a r t ed  many  cen t u r i e s
a go ,  i t s  me s s a ge  i s  s t i l l  t h e  s ame  to  be  t h an k f u l ,  t o  r emembe r ,  and  to  a c cep t  ch ange
a s  pa r t  o f  l i f e .
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